CHAPTER ELEVEN
STORM CLOUDS ON THE HORIZON
WE have now described the position of Great Britain
and her Empire to-day, and the stage of development in
which they find themselves in an epoch when the rest
of the world is wondering what their future fate will
be ; some with doubt, some with fear, and some with
secret hope.
Is Great Britain stronger to-day than she was in 1914 ?
Is she just as strong ? Is her star in the descendant,
her power in decline ? Is her fall already certain ?
Her power rests on two pillars : her military strength
and her economic wealth, embodied in her own
production and her own economic activity on the one
hand and in the accumulated savings of former genera-
tions on the other. We have now done our best to
examine the most important structural parts of these
two pillars, to test their material, their present con-
dition and their likely development in the future.
We have seen that the one pillar, Great Britain's
military strength and that of her Empire as a whole,
has been strengthened and consolidated in recent
years. The degree of preparedness for war has seldom
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